HAVING FAITH TO APPROPRIATE ALL THAT GOD HAS PLANNED FOR OUR LIFE
· God has a unique plan for each of our lives 

 (The only plan that will truly fulfill us)

· We all have a hope and a future because of what Christ did for each and every one of us

“For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.  For scarcely for a righteous man will one die, yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die.  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:6-8)
In the book of Jeremiah we read,

“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.”  (Jeremiah 29:11)
“And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.” (Jeremiah 29:13)
· God’s plan for our life begins to unfold the moment we accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and Saviour

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10) 

THE KEY WORD IS “SHOULD”

· AS CHRISTIANS WE NEED FAITH TO APPROPRIATE ALL THAT GOD HAS PLANNED FOR OUR LIFE
· TO FULFIL GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE WE WILL 

i) Need to overcome our fears
ii) Need to overcome discouragement as the devil tries to take our eyes off Jesus onto our circumstances, and

iii) Need to avoid the many distractions that constantly try and pull our focus away from God’s best plan for our life 
· We only have one life in this body here on earth to store up treasures for eternity, to leave a legacy in this world through our life here on earth
Jesus said,

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)

· IN THE OLD TESTAMENT WE READ IN THE BOOK OF NUMBERS HOW A WHOLE GENERATION OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL MISSED OUT ON ENTERING INTO THE PROMISED LAND THROUGH FEAR AND UNBELIEF
· IN THE BOOK OF NUMBERS (CHAPTERS 13-14) WE READ AN ACCOUNT OF THIS:

13:1-2 “And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Send men to spy out the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the children of Israel; from each tribe of their fathers you shall send a man, every one a leader among them.”

· 13:17 “Then Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, and said to them, “Go up this way into the South, and go up to the mountains,”
· 13:23-24) “Then they came to the Valley of Eshcol, and there cut down a branch with one cluster of grapes; they carried it between two of them on a pole. They also brought some of the pomegranates and figs. The place was called the Valley of Eshcol, because of the cluster which the men of Israel cut down there.”
· 13:25-26 “And they returned from spying out the land after forty days. Now they departed and came back to Moses and Aaron and all the congregation of the children of Israel…”  

· 13:27-28 “Then they told him, and said: “We went to the land where you sent us. It truly flows with milk and honey, and this is it fruit. Nevertheless the people who dwell in the land are strong; the cities are fortified and very large; moreover we saw the descendants of Anak there.”
· 13:30 “Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, “Let us go up at once and take possession, for we are well able to overcome it.”
· 13:31-33 “But the men who had gone up with him said, “We are not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than we. And they gave the children of Israel a bad report of the land which they had spied out, saying, 
“The land through which we have gone as spies is a land that devours its inhabitants, and all the people whom we saw in it are men of great stature. There we saw the giants (the descendants of Anak came from the giants); and we were like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight.”

· 14:2 “And all the children of Israel complained against Moses and Aaron, and the whole congregation said to them, “If only we had died in the land of Egypt! Or if only we had died in the wilderness!
· 14:3 “Why has the LORD brought us to this land to fall by the sword, that our wives and children should become victims? Would it not be better for us to return to Egypt?”
· 14:5-7 “Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation of the children of Israel. But Joshua the son of nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had spied out the land, tore their clothes; and they spoke to all the congregation of the children of Israel, saying: The land we passed through to spy out is an exceedingly good land.”
· 14:8-10 “If the LORD delights in us, then He will bring us into this land and give it to us, ‘a land which flows with milk and honey.’ Only do not rebel against the LORD, nor fear the people of the land, for they are our bread; their protection has departed from them, and the LORD is with us. Do not fear them.” And all the congregation said to stone them with stones…”
· AS A RESULT OF THEIR FEAR AND UNBELIEF, “EXCEPT FOR CALEB THE SON OF JEPHUNNEH AND JOSHUA THE SON OF NUN, NONE OF THOSE FROM 20 AND ABOVE ENTERED INTO THE PROMISED LAND

· SO HOW CAN WE BEGIN TO APPROPRIATE ALL THAT GOD HAS PLANNED FOR OUR LIFE
· THE KEY IS THAT WE MUST RENEW OUR MINDSETS

· We need to build our life on what God says about our life. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2)
· The Bible makes four things very clear
i) That our past mistakes will never stop us from having a future which is full of purpose and meaning when we give our life to Jesus Christ
· God is a God of second chances.

· When we come to Christ He both forgives and   

       forgets our past mistakes

· God has a unique plan for every Believer’s life

· In Psalm 103:2-5 we read

“Bless the Lord, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits; Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases, who redeems you life from destruction, Who crowns you with loving kindness and tender mercies, Who satisfies your mouth with good things, So that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.” 
          (Psalm 103:2-5)


ii) We will need faith to step out to fulfill God’s plan for our life. God’s plan for our life is far greater than we could imagine. God will invariable cause us to step out of our comfort zones as we follow His plan for our life

The Apostle Paul wrote,
Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.” (Ephesians 3:20)
The writer of Hebrews wrote,

“But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” (Hebrews 11:6)

iii) God is not limited by our ability but simply our availability. God has often chosen very ordinary people, the uneducated, the youngest and those who appeared the least qualified to do great things for Him
The first four disciples that Jesus chose were unlearned fishermen who were simply prepared to follow Jesus Christ whole heartedly. 
These four disciples became four of the founding Apostles of the church and world changers. In the gospel of Mark we read,

“And as He walked by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. Then Jesus said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of men.”

“THEY IMMEDIATELY LEFT THEIR NETS AND FOLLOWED HIM”

“When He had gone a little farther from there, He saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were in the boat mending their nets. And immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants, and went after Him.” (Mark 1:16-20)
iv) That if we continually put our faith and trust in the LORD we can be assured that He will never fail us.  God knows what is best for us and what we need.
· Jesus promises to never leave nor forsake us
· In the book of Jeremiah we read

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, And whose hope is the Lord.  For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river, And will not fear when heat comes; But its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease from yielding fruit.”  (Jeremiah 17:7-8)
· Jesus Himself said,

Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ Or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:31-33) 
Jesus also said,
“Jesus said to him, “If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” (Mark 9:23)
I NOW WANT TO FINISH BY QUICKLY SHARING 4 KEYS TO WALKING OUT YOUR GOD GIVEN DESTINY
1) Building your life on the wisdom and promises of God contained in God’s Word

· The Bible is full of promises for all Believer’s
“For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.” (2 Corinthians 1:20)
· God gives us guidance and direction through His Word

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”          (Psalm 119:105)

· When we continually apply the wisdom in God’s Word to our lives we remain strong during the trials that we will all go through in life. Jesus said,

“Therefore, whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.

· Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God
· Before Joshua led the children of Israel into the Promised Land the Lord said to Him

“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)
2) Having a simple childlike trust in the LORD (which is reflected in a walk of Obedience)
· God is a good God
· We can trust God because HE LOVES US and is absolutely faithful and dependable
· He promises to be with us always as Believers. Jesus said to His disciples, “and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. Amen” (Matthew 28:20)
· God is able to make a way where there seems no way
· Nothing is impossible for God
· WE MUST REFUSE TO BE MOVED BY OUR CIRCUMSTANCES BUT KEEP OUR EYES ON JESUS
· Obedience is the key to entering into God’s blessings.
· IN PROVERBS 3:5-6 WE READ
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

3) The importance of praying into being our God given Destiny
· We must learn to continually commit our cares and concerns to the LORD. The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be make known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7)

· God promises to answer all of our prayers which are in line with His will for our life

“Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.  

       (1 John 5:14-15)
· We must not continually speak about the mountains in our life but seek God to remove those mountains
Jesus Himself said,

“Have faith in God.  For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says.”

“Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.”             (Mark 11:22-24)
· We must refuse to allow the cares of this world to choke the word in our hearts

· We must simply continually to take our cares to the Lord in prayer.
4) We must choose our friends wisely

· Those in our life have a great influence on whether or not we will fulfill all that God has planned for our life 
· We need to have people of faith in our life
· We need to have people who will help to encourage us to walk  in the ways of the Lord
· People who love us enough who will lovingly point out those things in our life which could stop us from fulfilling our God given destiny 
“Faithful are the wounds of a friend, But the kisses of an enemy are deceitful.” (Proverbs 27:6)
· If we spend time with people of vision and purpose we will be inspired to also fulfill our potential in Christ
· We want to soar with the eagles and not to wallow with the Turkeys 
· The gossips
-     The habitual fault finders

· The cynics

-     People of unbelief (skeptics)

THE CHRISTIAN WALK IS A WALK OF FAITH

(FROM FAITH TO FAITH) “As it is written, the just shall live by faith.” (Romans 1:17)

· By Grace are we saved through FAITH

· By Faith we need to continually to trust the Lord in every area of our Christian walk

· By Faith we see the impossible becoming possible as we put our entire faith and trust in Christ alone

· As we continually step out to follow God’s plan for our life, He will do great things through our life

· When Jeremiah the Prophet was in prison, the Lord said to him,

“Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.” (Jeremiah 33:3)
· CONTINUALLY MEDITATING ON THE WORD OF GOD and building our lives on the promises of God
· Having a childlike trust and dependence on God

· Having a lifestyle of prayer, and

· Choosing your friends wisely 

WILL HELP US TO GROW IN OUR FAITH

HOWEVER FAITH WITHOUT WORKS IS DEAD

· Faith always requires taking acts of faith which substantiate our faith

· God moves when we move out by faith

· When the servants filled the six waterpots with water as per Jesus instructions and served the Master of the Wedding feast, the water was turned into the best wine

· As the disciples gave their 5 loaves and 2 fish Jesus performed the miracle of feeding the 5 thousand men
· When Jesus called to Peter to come to Him on the water, when he got out of the boat he began to walk on the water.

· As long as his eyes were fixed on Jesus he walked on the water

· As Moses lifted up his rod and stretched it over the red Sea, God parted the Red Sea so that the children of Israel could pass through it on dry ground

· As we step into the future that God has planned for our life He promises to open up doors that no man can close and to make a way where there seem no way

· Today is day one of the rest of our life

· The past we cannot change

· The future however we can entrust into the hands of the Lord as we commit to following His plan for our life 

